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got lynched by them. But next morning, in the courtyard, I only
saw smiling faces, and they rubbed their hands and said at last the
English had started. They hoped that many more raids would
follow. The news that the English radio had denied that it was the
R.A.F. came like an anti-climax. The Italians denied it, too,
Another mystery.
One day a newsvendor was brought in. His was a case of propos
defaitiste. Selling his papers at the corner of Canebiere and rue de
Rome he made a habit of shouting, "If you wash to visit Italy then
enlist in the Greek Army." So that was defeatism, too.
There were at the time in Chaves about seventy foreigners : Czechs,
Germans, Slovakians, Poles, and Hungarians, engages volontaires and
legionaries. They had tried to get to Casablanca with forged dis-
charge papers and had been caught.
Among them was a Hungarian, a simple peasant, who spoke only
Hungarian, and he told me he had to jump five frontiers to get to
France and join the French Army. Now this was the thanks he got
from France. I asked him why he had come to fight for France.
"I came," he replied, ''because I was brought up by my father on the
idea that France stood for liberty." The walls of the courtyard had
turned the sky into a quadrangle ; and that Hungarian peasant had
left his sea-like plains to come and fight for this. Of course, it
wasn't this. The idea remains and survives the Petains, Lavals, and
Darlans. Later he got released and was allowed to proceed to
Oran, where they had put him in a camp with those of the late
Foreign Legion who had nowhere to go.
But some of them were left behind and among them was a red-
haired gentleman from Slovakia, faintly reminiscent of a jellyfish that
the sea had shaken off in disgust and now rotting on the sunny beach.
The German Armistice Commission, the same as the Italian
Armistice Commission, came to the prison every fortnight. You
should have seen the scrubbing and cleaning there was in their
honour. When the Commission came anybody who considered him-
self a German could ask for an interview and the Germans, with
complete disregard of French laws, took them out and liberated
them and sent them back to Germany or to a German -protected
country, as the case may be. That Slovakian one day wrote to them.
He told me so in the courtyard. "You ought to be ashamed of
yourself," I said. "Anything to get out of here/5 he said. I was glad
the Hungarian acted differently. However, it must be said for the
prison authorities that they didn't hand over the Germans who
refused to have anything to do with the Armistice Commission.
Then we had a German deserter. Nobody troubled him. He